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2003 Water Quality Report for Aquifers
(Please see page 2 for Terminology and Abbreviations Used in These Charts)

Region-wide Levels of Unregulated Contaminants for Aquifers (continued)

Parameter MCL Units Average Level and Range Detected During 2003

Bromodichloromethane N/A ppb 3
Range ND – 7

Bromoform N/A ppb <0.5
Range ND – 2

Chloroform N/A ppb 3
Range ND – 15

Dibromochloromethane N/A ppb 2
Range ND – 5

Monochloroacetic Acid N/A ppb <0.5
Range ND - 1

Dichloroacetic Acid N/A ppb 1
Range ND –4

Trichloroacetic Acid N/A ppb <0.5
Range ND – 2

Dibromoacetic Acid N/A ppb <0.5
Range ND - 1

Source-specific Levels of Unregulated Contaminants for Aquifers

Average Level and Range Detected

Parameter MCL Units Quinnipac River Aquifer Mill River Aquifer

MTBE N/A ppb <0.5
Analyzed 2001

<0.5
Analyzed 2001

Nitrobenzene N/A ppb <5.0
Analyzed 2001

<5.0
Analyzed 2001

2,4-Dinitrotoluene N/A ppb <1.0
Analyzed 2001

<1.0
Analyzed 2001

2,6-dinitrotoluene N/A ppb <1.0
Analyzed 2001

<1.0
Analyzed 2001

4,4-DDE N/A ppb <0.4
Analyzed 2001

<0.4
Analyzed 2001

Acetochlor N/A ppb <1.0
Analyzed 2001

<1.0
Analyzed 2001

EPTC N/A ppb <0.5
Analyzed 2001

<0.5
Analyzed 2001

Molinate N/A ppb <0.4
Analyzed 2001

<0.4
Analyzed 2001

Terbacil N/A ppb <1.0
Analyzed 2001

<1.0
Analyzed 2001

DCPA N/A ppb <0.5
Analyzed 2001

<0.5
Analyzed 2001

Perchlorate N/A ppb <4.0
Analyzed 2001

<4.0
Analyzed 2001



How can contaminants get into my drinking water?
As natural water travels over the surface of land or through the 
ground, it can pick up substances such as natural occurring minerals 
and other materials that may come from animals and human activity. 
Both untreated and treated water may include the following kinds of 
contamination: 

Inorganic compounds such as salt and metals, can be naturally 
occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or 
domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or 
farming.

Pesticides and herbicides may come from a variety of sources 
such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses.

Microbial contaminants such as viruses may come from 
the sewage-treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock 
operations, wildlife or natural sources.

Organic chemical compounds, including synthetic and volatile 
organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes 
and petroleum production and can, come from gas stations, urban 
stormwater runoff, or septic system. Trialomethanes and haloacetic 
acids are disinfection byproducts that result from the use of chlorine 
as a disinfectant in water treatment, which reacts with natural 
occurring compounds in water. 

Radioactive contaminants can be naturally occurring or may 
be the result of oil and gas production.

Radon is a radioactive gas that you cannot see, taste or smell. It is 
found throughout the United States. Radon can move up through the 
ground and into a home through cracks and holes in the foundation. 
It can build up to high levels in all types of homes. Radon can also 
get into indoor air when released from tap water during showers, 
washing dishes, and other household activities. In most cases, 
however, radon entering the home through tap water is a small 
source of all the radon in indoor air.

Radon is a carcinogen. Breathing air-containing radon can lead 
to lung cancer. Drinking water containing radon may also cause 
increased risk of stomach cancer. If you are concerned about radon in 
your home, test the air. Testing is inexpensive and easy. If the level of 
radon in your air is four picoCuries per liter of air (pCi/l) or higher, you 
need to take steps to reduce it. For additional information, call your 
state radon program or call EPA’s Radon Hotline (800.SOS.RADON).

Source Water Assessment Information:
The source water assessment of The Regional Water Authority was 
completed by the Department of Public Health, Drinking Water 
Division. The updated assessment report can be found on the 
Department of Public Health’s website: www.dph.state.ct.us/BRS/
Water/SWAP/swap.htm.
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The pages of this report contain a map (page 5) and important terms 
(page 2), definitions and abbreviations referred to in this report. 
Please refer to them as you review the information and charts (pages 6 -9) 
in this water quality report.

Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su agua beber. 
Tradúzcalo ó hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.

This report contains important information about your drinking water. 
Translate it, or speak with someone who understands it.
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Water Conservation:
Water is a precious resource. It is important to use it wisely. While the 
normal amount of rainfall we receive is sufficient to meet our needs, we 
encourage consumers to use water wisely. Here’s how: 

  Three-quarters of the water we use each day flows through the bathroom. 
Check for leaks. 

  Consider replacing your 5-gallon per flush toilet with an efficient 1.6-gallon 
per flush unit. This cuts water consumption by 25%. 

  Turn the faucet off while brushing teeth or shaving. 

  Run your dishwasher or washing machines only when full.

  Water your lawn early in the morning to avoid excess evaporation. Don’t 
water on a very hot, or windy day. 

  Be sure your hose has a shut-off nozzle. Hoses without a nozzle can spout 
10 gallons or more per minute

  Be sure sprinklers water only your lawn, not the pavement. 

  Apply mulch around flowers, shrubs, vegetables and trees to reduce 
evaporation, promote plant growth and control weeds. 

  Raise the cutting height on your lawn mower; keep the grass higher to 
avoid “burning” your lawn.

About the Authority
The five-member Authority and a 17-member Representative Policy 
Board oversee our operations. The Authority normally meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 8 a.m. and the Representative Policy Board 
meets on the third Thursday in the evening at our headquarters on 90 
Sargent Drive. Please call to confirm meeting time.

South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority
90 Sargent Drive, New Haven CT 06511-5966
Customer Service: 203.562.4020 / Fax: 203.624.6129 / TDD: 203.562.5055
On the Internet: www.rwater.com / General E-mail: ask.info@rwater.com



90
 S

ar
ge

n
t 
Dr

iv
e,

 N
ew

 H
av

en
 C

T 
06

51
1-

59
66

PR
SR

T 
ST

D
U.

S.
 P

os
ta

ge
 

PA
ID

Pe
rm

it
 N

o.
 4

11
Ne

w
 H

av
en

 C
T


